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The Educational Visit at IUCAA Pune for students of First Year Engineering 
Department, PVPIT Sangli. (21/03/2024) 

The objective of planning the Educational Visit for the students of First Year Engineering 
Department, is to encourage the First Year Engincering Students to develop an interest in 
astronomy and astrophysics. 

To spread awareness of the astronomy and astrophysical activities in the daily 
life of the student. 

To give an idea to engineering students about the eforts of IUCAA that helps to 
society through their work on astronomy. 
To popularize Science and Astronomy among students for their motivation 

Educational visits offer opportunities to students that they may not have known 
existed, and expose them to learning experiences that cannot be duplicated inside the 
classroom. These "out-of-schoo" experiences have been a tradition since the earliest 
schools were founded. 

Although books and classrooms offer wonderfully comprehensive educational 
learning experiences, the citizen of the 21st century will be expected to learn and re-learn 
from their working and living environment. The skills for critical observation and 
comprehension from a person's surroundings are essential lifelong learming objectives. 

A field trip consisted of a group of 85 students and their 7 teacher going to a site 
of IUCAA (Inter-University Center for Astronomy and Astrophysics) at Pune. The 
purpose was unlike than their classroom study and to increase their understanding and 
exposure to curriculum related topics. The trip included visits to a facility to explore its 
collections, a walking tour to learn about some aspect of the surroundings or sonme other 
type of educational experience. 
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Educational visits extend the resources available to students in the classroom. 
They expand learning by giving the student access to the real thing. They illustrate and 
permit experience with what has been read about, seen on television or computer software. Teachers include Educational visits in their units of study for this purpose. Educational visits are linked to the classroom because they are contextualized within the 
classroom curriculum. Teachers choose from museum programs and exhibits to expand and reinforce desired concepts. 

Educational visits can be used to provide students with research opportunities around a topic of study. They provide a setting for the practice of observational skills, to 
awaken curiosity and inquiry. 

Field trips can contribute to many different disciplines of the curriculum and 
demonstrate that mathematics is not separate from art, from science, from history, etc. A 
field trip is an opportunity for learning in an interdisciplinary setting, to bring it all 
together and to start the process of thinking. They are an opportunity for students to visit 
cultural resources which they may not have known existed. They provide a shared 
experience for all students. They provide an entrance into an unfamiliar world to which 
the students may be able to introduce their parents. 

1. Inspiration: The visit inspired students to think anxiously, critically and factually about 

space. 

2. Education: Through interactive sessions and workshops, students gained valuable 

insights into various aspects of Astronomy. 

3. Skill Development: The visit facilitated the development of essential knowledge of 
Astronomy in the connectivity of National Science Day Celebration. 

About IUCAA: 

The Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (UCAA), Pune (an 
autonomous institution set up by the University Grants Commission), is a leading centre 
of research in a wide range of arcas in Astronomy, Astrophysics, and Physics. IUCAA is 
located in the Savitribai Phule Pune University (SPPU) campus. 

IUCAA offers challenging opportunities to young motivated students to pursue a 
Ph.D. degree in research topics in all areas of Astronomy and Astrophysics including 
Instrumentation, Multi-Wavelength Ground and Space-Based Observations and Data 
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Analysis, Quantum Metrology and Precision Measurements, Solar Physics, Extragalactic 

Astronomy, High-Energy Astrophysics, Gravitational Wave Astrophysics, Theoretical and 
Computational Astrophysics, Large-Scale Structure, Gravitation and Cosmology. 

Overall Report: 

IUCAA is a participant in major national and international projects such as the 

currently operating 10-m Southern African Large Telescope (SALT), the multi 
wavelength Astro Sat mission, Aditya-L1 mission; the next generation optical 
observatory - the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT); the planned advanced gravitational 
wave observatory -the LIGO-India; the Vera Rubin Observatory (Rubin LSST). IUCAA 
has a high-performance computational facility and an excellent library. 

This Year we planned the Educational Visit of First Year Engineering students at 

IUCAA Pune on 21t March 2024. We departed early in the morning from PVPIT 

Budhgaon with 3 hired busses. Highly interested 85 students and 7 faculty members 

joined the visit. 
We all attended Session from 11:00 at to 01:00 pm at Bhaskara-I hall at the 

IUCAA Center. Mr. gave an idea about how to think and act for learning 

our night sky. He gave his presentation about Solar Eclipses and why we get different 

seasons. Also he gave the information about facilities and ongoing researches at IUCCA 

Center. 

The main motto of our visit is to develop interest of astronomy and also to think 

about space related research activities. 
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